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SB 6487
As Reported By Senate Committee On:

Transportation, February 5, 1996

Title: An act relating to commercial driver’s licenses.

Brief Description: Revising qualifications for commercial driver’s licenses.

Sponsors: Senators Owen and Prince; by request of Department of Licensing.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Transportation: 1/23/96, 2/5/96 [DPS].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Majority Report: That Substitute Senate Bill No. 6487 be substituted therefor, and the
substitute bill do pass.

Signed by Senators Owen, Chair; Heavey, Vice Chair; Goings, Haugen, Morton, Oke,
Prentice, Prince, Rasmussen, Schow, Sellar, Thibaudeau and Wood.

Staff: Gary Lebow (786-7304)

Background: Federal law requires operators of certain commercial motor vehicles to obtain
a commercial driver’s license (CDL). This includes operators of vehicles with 26,001 or
more pounds Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR), and vehicles under 26,001 pounds
GVWR if they are transporting hazardous materials or carrying 16 or more passengers
including the driver. Current state law further requires a CDL if a person is operating a
school bus regardless of size and weight, although federal law requires a CDL in such cases
only if the vehicle has a GVWR of 26,001 or more pounds or is designed to carry 16 or
more passengers, including the driver. State law must be at least as restrictive as the federal
law to avoid penalties but can be more restrictive.

Changes and clarifications to the federal law are necessitating changes to the state law.
Under current statute a school bus driver can test with a vehicle under 26,001 pounds
GVWR or designed to carry less than 16 passengers and receive a CDL that permits
operation of a vehicle carrying 16 or more passengers.

If not implemented, the state will lose 5 percent ($3.5 million) of federal aid construction
funds for the first year of noncompliance and 10 percent for subsequent years of non-
compliance.

Summary of Substitute Bill: Two new CDL endorsements are added. The first new
endorsement authorizes driving all vehicles carrying passengers, and the second new
endorsement authorizes driving vehicles with a GVWR of less than 26,001 pounds carrying
16 or more passengers including the driver.
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Penalties for violating out of service orders, for example, driving a vehicle that is out of
service because of defective equipment, etc., are added to comply with the new federal
legislation. These penalties consist of time periods of commercial driver license suspension.

Substitute Bill Compared to Original Bill: The passenger endorsement "P2" is clarified
to include only vehicles under 26,001 pound GVWR and carrying 16 or more passengers
including the driver.

The requirement that school bus drivers are required to qualify for a commercial drivers
license is retained. School bus drivers must qualify for one of the passenger endorsements
depending on the size of the vehicle used during the test.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect on October 1, 1996.

Testimony For: These changes will keep Washington in compliance with federal rules and
regulations.

Testimony Against: None.

Testified: Derek Goudriaan, DOL (pro); Izzy Anaya, DOL (pro).
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